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THE BOTTLED WASP POCKET DIARY 2019
Welcome to the 2019 Bottled Wasp Pocket Diary, a fundraising 
project in aid of the Anarchist Black Cross network and other 
groups involved in the prisoner support arena. All monies raised 
either go directly to prisoners themselves or to projects that of-
fer them direct practical support. No funds make their way into 
lawyers’ pockets or get spent on court fees.

Each year we uncover a new area of our hidden collective his-
tory and in this edition, our seventh, we turn our attention to 
us – ordinary rank-and-file anarchists – those amongst us who 
don’t write best-selling theoretical works or gain notoriety from 
acts of bravado or good old-fashioned stupidity.

Sadly it now looks like this will be the final edition of the Bot-
tled Wasp. Each version requires a great deal of time and effort 
to properly research and then to lay out, and over the past few 
years it has become something of a one-person operation, de-
spite on-going efforts to recruit new collaborators, and it is no 
longer feasible to continue in that fashion. However, you should 
keep your eyes open for two future projects – a Biographical 
Dictionary of Anarchists and a Bottled Wasp website, both based 
on the large database that we have built up in recent years.

We dedicate this edition to our dear friend and fallen comrade 
Anna Campbell (b. 1991), who was killed in a Turkish air strike 
on Afrín in the Kurdish autonomous region of Rojava in northern 
Syria on March 18, 2018. Rest in Power Anna.

The Escape Committee 2018

“Anarchists are opposed to violence; everyone knows that. The 
main plank of anarchism is the removal of violence from human 
relations... We are therefore enemies of the State which is the coer-
cive violent organisation of society.” - Errico Malatesta.
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Joseph Conrad has a lot to answer for. His portrayal of the cartoon-
ishly unlikeable ‘anarchists’ in his 1907 novel ‘The Secret Agent’ 
was both malicious and, one has to say, wilfully ignorant – this 
despite Conrad’s claims to have researched his subject. Nor was it 
particularly original, in that he was following the well-established 
tradition of demonising “the other”, in this case the anarchist im-
migrants with their unpalatable politics – be they ‘bombers’ or 
otherwise – who had arrived in Britain from Eastern Europe. This 
is somewhat ironic given that Conrad was himself an Eastern Eu-
ropean immigrant, even if he had so successfully assimilated the 
language and culture as to have been said to have been “more 
English than the English”. The novel is doubly damaging, when one 
considers that it remains the likely source of many people’s first 
encounter with a depiction of anarchist ideology and practice.

Conrad’s inspiration for the novel was an incident on February 15, 
1894, when a French anarchist named Martial Bourdin blew him-
self up in Greenwich Park close to the Royal Observatory in London 
– believed by police to have been his intended target. In the novel, 
the central character, Adolf Verloc, an agent provocateur in the pay 
of Mr Vladimir, the First Secretary in the embassy of an unnamed 
Eastern European country, is tasked with carrying out a random act 
of terror in order to provoke a police crackdown on his country’s 
émigré anarchists. Verloc then tricks his disabled brother-in-law 
Stevie into carrying the bomb that, like Bourdin’s, explodes pre-
maturely, killing him. Thus neither the organiser of the bombing 
nor the person blown up are in fact anarchists, whilst Conrad him-
self later claimed that the only “true anarchist” in the book was 
Verloc’s wife Winnie, as she is “the only character who performs a 
serious act of violence against another”, thereby illustrating Conrad’s 
total lack of understanding of anarchism and anarchists – this after 
his having spent time and effort researching the writings of Peter 
Kropotkin and Mikhail Bakunin prior to writing ‘The Secret Agent’.

Even though the novel is based on real events, it still manages to 
repeat the then widespread conflation of a number of disparate 
political movements that spanned different continents and had, 
at one time or another, chosen the tactic of propaganda by deed 



and the use of the attentat (attack), though with very different ends 
in mind. Thus the Russian Narodniks1, such as Zemlya i Volya (Земля 
и Воля/Land and Liberty) and Narodnaya Volya (Народной Воли/Peo-
ple’s Will), or the various Socialist-Revolutionary organisations, who 
were all regularly misidentified as being nihilists2, had their actions 
at various times misattributed and placed under the general catch-
all of ‘anarchist’. Equally, nationalists such as Gavrilo Princip3, the 
Bosnian Serb assassin of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and 
Duchess Sophie Chotek of Austria in 1914, continue to be misidenti-
fied as being anarchist(s) for much the same reason.

That is not to claim that propaganda by deed was not practiced as an 
insurrectionary tactic by some anarchists of the period. Indeed, the 
tactic had been adopted at the July 1881 International Revolution-
ary Socialist Conference in London “to supplement spoken and writ-
ten propaganda” in light of the widespread repression of the various 
revolutionary movements across the globe. In a feudal Russia, where 
widespread pogroms were forcing the mass movement of peoples 
to Western Europe and the New World, where all power lay in the 
hands of the Tsar, change was seen to be impossible by any other 
means. Europe, by contrast, had already witnessed the upheavals of 
the French Revolution and its rulers were still reeling from the events 
of the 1871 Paris Commune. However, with the continent still in the 
thrall of the powerful influence of the Church and much of its working 
population remaining illiterate, the attentat was seen to be the most 
effective form of propaganda then available. The United States was 
a different matter altogether: it remained Wild West-like, where its 
robber barons – worshippers at the new church of capital – sought to 
conquer the continent once more, this time in a battle against organ-
ised labour instead of its native peoples. There, all forms of dissent 
– be they anarchist, communist, socialist, trade union, etc. – were 
lumped together under one label, ‘Reds’, to be demonised and eradi-
cated at all cost. On all three continents the weapon of insurrection-
ary change had long been the bullet and ‘regicide’ (of kings, presi-
dents or prime ministers). However, through the actions of Santiago 
1. Who Karl Yundt, the “old terrorist”, (as depicted on our cover) appears to represent. 
2. The Professor’s politics are much closer to those of nihilism than anarchism.
3. Like Stevie, Princip was manipulated, in his case by Serbian army intelligence. 



Salvador, Ravachol, Auguste Vaillant, Émile Henry4 and others, the 
bomb had become an increasingly popular choice of insurrectionists.

In Britain things were somewhat different. True, there was still the 
battle of vested interests against an increasingly organised work-
force, and the fear of contagion from continental Europe was still 
very much at the forefront of the thinking of the political classes. Yet 
the threat of the so-called anarchist bomber was virtually nonexist-
ent this side of the English Channel.5 That did not stop the Metropoli-
tan Police’s Special Branch from inventing their own anarchist bomb 
plot. In 1892, Inspector William Melville used an agent provocateur, 
Auguste Coulon, to entrap six unsuspecting anarchists from Walsall 
in the West Midlands. They were charged with bomb-making and, in 
spite of evidence of their innocence, four were found guilty and sen-
tenced to between six and ten years’ penal servitude. Coulon would 
later serve as a partial inspiration for Conrad’s Adolf Verloc, as would 
Melville for the novel’s Chief Inspector Heat character.

As a final footnote to ‘The Secret Agent’, wannabe anarchist Ted Kac-
zynski – aka the Unabomber – was obsessed with the book, idolising 
the Professor character. And, just like the Professor, it was Kaczyn-
ski’s nihilistic mission to single-handedly destroy society in order to 
rebuild it anew by targeting symbols of science and technology6 – 
one man against the rest of the world, whatever the consequences. 

However, unlike Ted Kaczynski, the Professor and the other charac-
ters in Conrad’s book, anarchists tend not to be obsessive loners who 
are incapable of co-operating with others, hiding away as they seek 
to bomb their way to some sort of utopian fantasy. Instead, we are 
builders and carers: the people who teach your children, who treat 
your illnesses, drive your trains, deliver your milk, work for NGOs, 
and volunteer in war zones, risking life and limb to help others. We 
are mothers, fathers, daughters, sons, queers, straight, trans, etc., 
and we are all the colours of the rainbow . . . including black.
4. The Bourdin explosion took place just three days after Henry’s Café Terminus bombing.
5. Of the approximately one hundred bombing incidents on mainland Britain between 
1881-1900, only three were “officially” attributed to anarchists, one somewhat dubiously.
6. Another theme in common with the book.



Public Unholidays (which you may or may not want to observe)

January
16  US National Nothing Day
26  Australia: Invasion Day
27  Holocaust Memorial Day
28  US National Kazoo Day

February
4    Torture Abolition Day
5    World Nutella Day
20  World Social Justice Day
22  World Thinking Day

March
1    Nuclear Free Pacific Day
6    World Maths Day
8    International Women’s Day
15  International Day Against Police
      Brutality
25  International Waffle Day

April
3    World Pillow Fight Day
7    World Asthma Day
17  Palestinian Prisoners’ Day
22  Earth Day
25  African Freedom Day
28  Workers’ Memorial Day

May
1    International Workers’ Day
      EuroMayDay
15  International Conscientious 
      Objector’s Day
22  International Day for Biological
      Diversity
24  International Women’s Day for
      Disarmament
29  Netherlands: Luilak (Lazy Bones) Day

June
4    International Day of Innocent  
      Children Victims of Aggression
16  Bloomsday
26  UN International Day in Support of
      Victims of Torture
      International Anti-Drug Day

July
2    World UFO Day
8    Canada: THABS Day
11  International Day of Solidarity with
      Long Term Prisoners
14  Bastille Day

August
10  Prisoners’ Justice Day
23  Nicola Sacco & Bartolomeo Vanzetti Day

September
15  International Day of Democracy!?
21  International Day of Peace

October
9    International Day for Natural Disaster
      Reduction
10  World Zombie Day
17  International Day for the Eradication of
      Poverty

November
1    World Vegan Day
13  International Day for Tolerance
17  International Students’ Day
19  International Men’s Day
20  Africa Industrialisation Day
24  Buy Nothing Day

December
1    WRI Prisoners for Peace Day
      World AIDS Day
2    International Day for the Abolition of
      Slavery
3    International Day of Disabled Persons
9    International Anti-Corruption Day 	
      [honest guv]
13  Poland: Solidarity Day
18  International Migrants Day
26  The biggest day in the Hunt Sab’s
      calendar
      International Pizza Punx Day
31  Global New Year Eve prison noise
      demos – find out where your nearest
      one is or organise your own.



January

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

1 1 2 3 4 5 6

2 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

3 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

4 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

5 28 29 30 31

February

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
5 1 2 3
6 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
7 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9 25 26 27 28

March

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
9 1 2 3
10 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
12 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
13 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

April

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
14 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
15 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
18 29 30

May

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
18 1 2 3 4 5
19 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
20 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
21 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
22 27 28 29 30 31

June

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
22 1 2
23 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
24 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
26 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

July

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
27 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
28 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
29 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
30 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
31 29 30 31

August

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
31 1 2 3 4
32 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
33 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
34 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
35 26 27 28 29 30 31

September

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
35 1
36 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
37 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
38 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
39 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
40 30

October

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

40 1 2 3 4 5 6

41 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

42 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

43 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

44 28 29 30 31

November

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
44 1 2 3
45 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
46 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
47 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
48 25 26 27 28 29 30

December

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su
48 1
49 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
50 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
51 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
52 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
1 30 31

Calendar 2019



2018

January

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
3 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
4 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
5 29 30 31

February

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

5 1 2 3 4
6 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
7 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9 26 27 28

March

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

9 1 2 3 4
10 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
12 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
13 26 27 28 29 30 31

April

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

13 1
14 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
15 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
17 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
18 30

May

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

18 1 2 3 4 5 6
19 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
20 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
22 28 29 30 31

June

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

22 1 2 3
23 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
24 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
25 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
26 25 26 27 28 29 30

July

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

26 1
27 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
28 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
29 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
31 30 31

August

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

31 1 2 3 4 5
32 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
33 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
34 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
35 27 28 29 30 31

September

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

35 1 2
36 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
37 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
38 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
39 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

October

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

40 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
41 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
42 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
43 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
44 29 30 31

November

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

44 1 2 3 4
45 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
46 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
47 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
48 26 27 28 29 30

December

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

48 1 2
49 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
50 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
51 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
52 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
1 31

2020

January

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

1 1 2 3 4 5
2 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
3 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
4 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
5 27 28 29 30 31

February

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

5 1 2
6 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
7 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9 24 25 26 27 28 29

March

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

9 1
10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
11 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
12 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
13 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
14 30 31

April

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

14 1 2 3 4 5
15 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
16 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
17 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
18 27 28 29 30

May

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

18 1 2 3
19 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
21 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
22 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

June

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

23 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
24 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
25 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
26 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
27 29 30

July

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

27 1 2 3 4 5
28 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
29 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
30 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
31 27 28 29 30 31

August

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

31 1 2
32 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
33 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
34 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
35 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
36 31

September

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

36 1 2 3 4 5 6
37 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
38 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
39 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
40 28 29 30

October

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

40 1 2 3 4
41 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
42 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
43 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
44 26 27 28 29 30 31

November

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

44 1
45 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
46 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
47 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
48 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
49 30

December

Wk M Tu W Th F Sa Su

49 1 2 3 4 5 6
50 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
51 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
52 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
1 28 29 30 31

Calendar 2018/2020



M
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Co
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ts
M 28 25 25 22 20 17 15 12 9 7 4 2 30

Su 27 24 24 21 19 16 14 11 8 6 3 1 29

Sa 26 23 23 20 18 15 13 10 7 5 2 30 28

F 25 22 22 19 17 14 12 9 6 4 1 29 27

Th 24 21 21 18 16 13 11 8 5 3 31 28 26

W 23 20 20 17 15 12 10 7 4 2 30 27 25

Tu 22 19 19 16 14 11 9 6 3 1 29 26 24

M 21 18 18 15 13 10 8 5 2 30 28 25 23

Su 20 17 17 14 12 9 7 4 1 29 27 24 22

Sa 19 16 16 13 11 8 6 3 31 28 26 23 21

F 18 15 15 12 10 7 5 2 30 27 25 22 20

Th 17 14 14 11 9 6 4 1 29 26 24 21 19

W 16 13 13 10 8 5 3 31 28 25 23 20 18

Tu 15 12 12 9 7 4 2 30 27 24 22 19 17

M 14 11 11 8 6 3 1 29 26 23 21 18 16

Su 13 10 10 7 5 2 30 28 25 22 20 17 15

Sa 12 9 9 6 4 1 29 27 24 21 19 16 14

F 11 8 8 5 3 31 28 26 23 20 18 15 13

Th 10 7 7 4 2 30 27 25 22 19 17 14 12

W 9 6 6 3 1 29 26 24 21 18 16 13 11

Tu 8 5 5 2 30 28 25 23 20 17 15 12 10

M 7 4 4 1 29 27 24 22 19 16 14 11 9

Su 6 3 3 31 28 26 23 21 18 15 13 10 8

Sa 5 2 2 30 27 25 22 20 17 14 12 9 7

F 4 1 1 29 26 24 21 19 16 13 11 8 6

Th 3 31 28 28 25 23 20 18 15 12 10 7 5

W 2 30 27 27 24 22 19 17 14 11 9 6 4

Tu 1 29 26 26 23 21 18 16 13 10 8 5 3 31

Ja
n
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b

M
ar

A
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M
ay

Ju
n

Ju
l

A
ug Se
p

O
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N
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Wk Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
Jan 1 1 2 3 4 5 6

2 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
3 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
4 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
5 28 29 30 31

Feb 5 1 2 3
6 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
7 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9 25 26 27 28

Mar 9 1 2 3
10 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
12 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
13 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Apr 14 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
15 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
17 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
18 29 30

May 18 1 2 3 4 5
19 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
20 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
21 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
22 27 28 29 30 31

Jun 22 1 2
23 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
24 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
26 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Year Planner 2019



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Wk
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 27 Jul
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 28
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 29
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 30
29 30 31 31

1 2 3 4 31 Aug
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 32
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 33
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 34
26 27 28 29 30 31 35

1 35 Sep
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 36
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 37
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 38
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 39
30 40

1 2 3 4 5 6 40 Oct
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 41
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 42
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 43
28 29 30 31 44

1 2 3 44 Nov
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 45
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 46
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 47
25 26 27 28 29 30 48

1 48 Dec
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 49
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 50
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 51
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 52
30 31 1
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Francesc Ferrer i GuArdia

JANUARY

,



Francesc Ferrer i Guardia is a towering figure of free non-secular 
education, one who took on the two most powerful forces in his 
homeland Catalonia at the beginning of the C20th – the Roman 
Catholic church and the Spanish state, and whilst he may not have 
won in any conventional sense (he was after all executed by the 
Spanish state), his ideas spread across the world and still hold an 
important place in the heart of all those who wish their children to 
grow up and be educated in an environment free from the indoc-
trination of secular and non-secular bodies. His ideas also continue 
to inform the wider anarchist and libertarian discourse.

Ferrer was born on January 141, 1859 in the village of Alella, about 
twenty kilometres from Barcelona, into a well-to-do god-fearing, 
Catholic and monarchist peasant family. However, Francesc fell 
under the influence of one of his uncles, a fervent anti-clerical 
republican, and his appalled parents sent him away at the age of 
14 to Barcelona to work in the store of a textile merchant friend 
of the family in the hope of repairing his ways. Unfortunately for 
them, that friend also turned out to be a Republican and ardent 
anti-clerical and, at the night classes he encouraged Ferrer to at-
tend, he quickly became influenced by the republican, federalist 
and internationalist ideas of Francesc Pi i Margall. Thus, by the age 
of twenty he had declared himself a Republican and anti-clerical 
and, with the wages he saved, he had managed to pay for an ex-
emption from military service and completed his project of learn-
ing French, the language of enlightenment.

On July 30, 1878, Ferrer started full-time work as a conductor on 
the Barcelona to Cervera de la Marenda (on the French border) 
railway line. By that time, Ferrer had also become a member of 
the Partido Republicano Progresista and was working with the PRP 
leader Ruiz Zorrilla, using his position to smuggle political refugees 
into France. In 1884, Ferrer joined the Freemasons, the traditional 
haven for liberal thought and political conspiracy in Spain, and that 
April he was involved in a failed insurrection in Santa Coloma de 
Farners, something that led to his quitting his job in May 1885 and 
being forced into exile in Paris with his wife and three children.
1. Commonly and erroneously cited as being Jan. 10th.



The first years in Paris for Ferrer were ones of poverty and strug-
gle, but during his free time he read libertarian authors and es-
tablished a close friendship with the anarchist Charles Malato. In 
1889, his life changed when he started giving Spanish lessons, 
freeing him up to pursue his anarchist and freethought activities 
and, in 1892, he participated in the Congreso Universal de Libre-
pensamiento (Universal Congress of Freethought) in Madrid.

Now viewing himself as an acrata, a philosophical anarchist, he 
turned his thoughts to addressing the reasons why Spain was not 
ripe for revolution: nearly 70 percent of his compatriots being il-
literate, the education of the rest miserable and overshadowed by 
the Catholic church. So, taking advantage of a large inheritance 
(more than one million francs) from an elderly former student, he 
returned to Barcelona and, in September 1901, opened the Escola 
Moderna, ironically, in a former convent. Run on explicitly (though 
not openly) anarchist lines and Ferrer’s own five pillars – diversity, 
social equality, the transmission of rational education, autonomy 
and mutual aid – the Escola Moderna quickly attracted the wrath 
of the government and the clergy, who aspired to only one thing, 
to close it. This they managed to do in the wake of a bloody attack 
on the wedding procession of King Alfonso XIII by Mateu Morral, 
a librarian in the Escola Moderna. This provided the authorities 
with the excuse they needed, even though Morral had denounced 
Ferrer for his opposition to atentados. Ferrer spent more than a 
year in Madrid’s Model Prison, but was finally acquitted on July 19, 
1907. Attempts to reopen the Escola Moderna proved futile and he 
moved to France and then Belgium. 

In early July 1909, fighting flared up in Morocco and the Span-
ish government mobilised the army and its largely working class 
reservists. This provoked the Revolució de Juliol general strike on 
July 28, which was sadly crushed within days. Ferrer, who had had 
no part in the revolt, but was back in the country visiting his sick 
sister-in-law and niece, was arrested and accused of being its main 
instigator. Condemned to death by a Consell de guerra, he was 
shot in the moat of the castell de Montjuïc on October 13, 1909, 
a martyr to the principles of freethought and rational education.



THURSDAY 3

WEDNESDAY 2

TUESDAY 1

MONDAY 31
DEC / JAN

1938 : Monica Sjöö (d. 2005), Anglo-Swedish painter, writer, & radical                 
anarcho/eco-feminist, who was an early exponent of the Goddess movement, born.

1875 : René de Marmande, pseudonym of Marie Constant, vicomte de Rorthays de 
Saint Hilaire (d. 1949), French journalist, anti-militarist, syndicalist, & anarchist, born.

1953 : ‘Big Frank’ Leech (b. 1900), Anglo-Irish miner, newsagent, & militant Glasgow 
anarchist, dies of a heart attack, it’s said after hearing of Herbert Read’s knighthood!

1912 : Federico ‘Taino’ Borrell García (d. 1936), Valencian anarchist & Columna 
Alcoiana miliciano, immortalised by Robert Capa’s photo ‘The Fallen Soldier’, born.



THIS WEEK - JANUARY 5, 1883

SUNDAY 6

SATURDAY 5

FRIDAY 4
JANUARY

1878 : Nelly Roussel (d. 1922), French essayist, journalist,                                          
free thinker, anarchist, anarcha-feminist, franc-maçonne, & néo-Malthusienne, born.

1874 : Michal Kácha (d. 1940), Czech shoemaker, anarchist, journalist, editor, 
translator, & publisher, who had a great influence on young writers of his time, born.

1961 : Daniel F (Daniel Augusto Valdivia Fernández), Peruvian anarchist, poet, 
musician, vocalist, & leader of the 1980s movida subterránea band Leusemia, born.

Eugène Bonaventure Jean-Baptiste Vigo (Eugeni Bonaventura de Vigo i Sallés), aka 
Miguel Almereyda [anagram of Y’a la merde (There’s shit)](d. 1917), French journalist, 
anarchist & anti-militarist propagandist, born. The father of the filmmaker Jean Vigo, 
& founder & editor of the ‘La Guerre Sociale’ (1906-1913) & ‘Le Bonnet Rouge’ (1913-
1917), he was falsely accused of treason for allegedly receiving funds from Germany 
in exchange for taking an anti-war position in his newspaper. Arrested on Aug. 6, 
1917, Miguel Almereyda died in his prison cell a week later on Aug. 13 – probably at 
the hands of a paid assassin – who strangled him with his own shoe laces.



THURSDAY 10

WEDNESDAY 9

TUESDAY 8

MONDAY 7
JANUARY

1993 : The ‘Makhnovist Granny’ Leah (Leila) Feldman (b. ca. 1899), Polish-English  
life-long anarchist, is cremated in her native East London – a true working class hero.

1985 : Jeremy Hammond, US anarchist currently serving ten years in Federal prison for 
a hack of the private intelligence firm Stratfor & info dump via WikiLeaks, born.

1905 : Louise Michel (b. 1830), French anarchist & member of the 1871 Paris  
Commune, dies. Her funeral on January 22nd would be attended by 100,000 mourners.

2009 : Julia Hermosilla Sagredo (b. 1916), Basque anarcho-syndicalist,              
miliciana and member of the anti-Franco resistance movement, dies in Bayonne.



THIS WEEK - JANUARY 10, 1855

SUNDAY 13

SATURDAY 12

FRIDAY 11
JANUARY

1970 : Zack de la Rocha (Zacharias Manuel de la Rocha), US musician                           
& anarchist, best known as the vocalist & lyricist of Rage Against the Machine, born.

1921 : Dachine Rainer (Sylvia Newman; d. 2000), US Anglophile writer, poet, essayist, 
& anarchist, who was radicalised by the judicial murder of Sacco & Vanzetti, born.

1868 : Cai Yuanpei (蔡元培; d. 1940), Chinese educator, anarchist, Esperantist,            
pioneer of Chinese modern ethnology, & founder of the Academia Sinica, born.

Paterne Berrichon (Pierre Eugène Dufour; d. 1922), French poet, painter, sculptor, de-
signer, anarchist, & antipropriétaire, born. Best known for being the brother-in-law & 
much despised editor of Arthur Rimbaud. During his military service he was sentenced 
to two years in prison for disobedience, but pardoned after sixteen months. On return-
ing to Paris, he was mostly homeless and destitute, frequenting anarchist & literary 
circles around publications such as ‘Le Chat Noir’ & ‘La Revue Blanche’, & took part in 
the many anti-militarist & Ligue des Antipropriétaires protests in the Latin Quarter, 
looting bakeries alongside Louise Michel & being arrested for resisting the police.



THURSDAY 17

WEDNESDAY 16

TUESDAY 15

MONDAY 14
JANUARY

1918 : Rosa Laviña i Carreras (d. 2011), Catalan anti-fascist militant, cenetista, 
secretary of the Iberian FIJL, National Committee member & treasurer of the SIA, born.

1939 : Hartmut Geerken, German free/avant-garde jazz                                   
musician, composer, writer, journalist, radio playwright, filmmaker, & anarchist, born.

1947 : Jamie Reid, English artist and pro-Situ anarchist, whose ‘ransom note’ style cut-
up collage technique will forever be associated with punk & the Sex Pistols, born.

1875 : Florencio Sánchez Mussante (d. 1910), Uruguayan playwright,              
journalist, anarchist, & seminal figure in theatre in both Uruguay & Argentina, born.



THIS WEEK - JANUARY 18, 1894

SUNDAY 20

SATURDAY 19

FRIDAY 18
JANUARY

1893 : Bernardo Melacci (d. 1943), Italian mechanic, poet, anarchist, & anti-        
fascist, who suffered repeated political persecution under the Fascist regime, born.

1943 : Roel van Duijn, Dutch anarchist, writer, publicist, & organic farmer, who was one 
of the cofounders of the Provo & Kabouter movements, & later a Green politician, born.

1927 : Roberto Freire (d. 2008), Brazilian anarchist, writer, dramaturge, journalist, 
doctor, & psychiatrist, who was influenced by the work of Wilhelm Reich, born.

Takamure Itsue (高群 逸枝; d. 1964), Japanese poet, activist-writer, anarcha-feminist, eth-
nologist, & the first historian of Japanese women, born. She won notoriety early on as a 
young newspaper reporter & a publicly disgraced adulterer, but it was meeting the pio-
neering Japanese feminist & anarchist Hiratsuka Raichō (平塚 らいてう) in 1925 that proved 
pivotal & Itsue’s first book on women’s issues soon followed, as did membership of 
the Independent Peasant Movement (農民自治会を結). In 1930, she founded the anarcha-
feminist group the Proletarian Women’s Arts League (無産婦人芸術連盟) but police atten-
tion soon forced her to withdraw from political activity, retiring into academic studies.



THURSDAY 24

WEDNESDAY 23

TUESDAY 22

MONDAY 21
JANUARY

1933 : Bill ‘Ubi’ Dwyer (d. 2001), Irish anarchist activist, Windsor Free Festival founder, 
& Freedom Press worker, who sold LSD to fund his numerous anarchist activities, born. 

2018 : Ursula Kroeber Le Guin (b. 1929), US libertarian science fiction & fantasy 
novelist, short story writer, poet, & essayist, dies at her home in Portland, Oregon.

1922 : Vernon Scannell (John Vernon Bain; d. 2007), British poet, author, WWII deserter, 
honorary Gypsy, ‘War Commentary’ editorial collective member, & anarchist, born.

1938 : Viktor Belash (Виктор Белаш; b. 1893), Ukrainian locomotive engineer & 
anarchist-communist since 1908, is shot during the Stalinist mass purges of the 1930’s.



THIS WEEK - JANUARY 27, 1875

SUNDAY 27

SATURDAY 26

FRIDAY 25
JANUARY

1962 : Marius Mason, trans US anarchist, Wobbly, environmental & animal rights   
activist currently serving 22 years in federal prison for anti-GMO property damage, born.

1922 : Francisco Martínez Márquez, aka ‘Paco’ (d. 1994), Catalan anarcho-syndicalist 
photographer & member of the anti-Francoist anarchist Los Maños action group, born.

1950 : John William ‘Chummy’ Fleming (b. 1863), British-born boot maker,                        
pioneering Australian unionist, & prominent Melbourne anarchist, dies aged 86.

Juana Belén Gutiérrez de Mendoza (d. 1942), Mexican anarcha-feminist activist, typo-
grapher, journalist, & poet, born. Her early anarcho-syndicalist activities led to her 
imprisonment & her later involvement in the founding of the libertarian Partido Liberal 
Mexicano. Her attacks on the Mexican government in the pages of ‘Vésper’, a weekly 
newspaper she founded with Elisa Acuña y Rossetti, & the PLM’s newspaper ‘Regener-
ación’, eventually led to her deportation to the USA. Upon her return she became an 
enthusiastic supporter of Emiliano Zapata & the liberation of Mexico’s Indian masses, a 
cause that she dedicated the rest of her life to through her activities & her writings.



THURSDAY 31

WEDNESDAY 30

TUESDAY 29

MONDAY 28
JANUARY

1968 : Marie Ganz (b. ca. 1891), Austrian-American anarchist labour organiser,      
social worker, & writer, dies at Saint Vincent’s Hospital in Manhattan, New York City.

1915 : Halfdan Rasmussen (d. 2002), Danish poet of social protest, writer                    
of nonsense verse, anarcho-syndicalist, & anti-nuclear weapons campaigner, born.

1871 : [O.S. Jan. 18] Paraskiev Stoyanov (Параскев Стоянов; d. 1941), Romanian 
surgeon, historian , & significant figure of Romanian & Bulgarian anarchism, born.

1975 : Marjorie Mardones Leiva, Chilean lecturer in librarianship & documentation 
sciences, feminist, & propagandist of libertarian educational principles, born.



Anna Campbell (Hêlîn Qereçox) June 12, 1991 - March 15, 2018



Listings & Resources
Anarchist Black Cross Groups (UK):

ABC Brighton : www.brightonabc.org.uk/

ABC Bristol : http://bristolabc.wordpress.com/

ABC London : http://network23.org/londonabc/

Green and Black Cross : www.greenandblackcross.org

Anarchist Black Cross Groups (Worldwide):

Australia:

ABC Oceania : www.facebook.com/abcoceania/

Austria:

ABC Vienna : www.abc-wien.net/

Belarus:

ABC Belarus : http://abc-belarus.org/

Bulgaria:

Bulgarian Prisoners’ Association :                                                                 
http://bulgarianprisonersassociation.wordpress.com/

Czech Republic:

ABC Czech : http://anarchistblackcross.cz/

Antifenix Solidarity Campaign : https://antifenix.noblogs.org/

Finland:

ABC/AMR Helsinki : http://amrhelsinki.org/

France:

ABC Marseille : www.facebook.com/AnarchistBlackCross.marseille/

Germany:

ABC Dresden : https://abcdd.org/

ABC Jena : https://abcj.blackblogs.org/



ABC Rhineland : https://abcrhineland.blackblogs.org

Prisoner Solidarity Jena : https://gefangenensolijena.noblogs.org

Rote Hilfe : www.rote-hilfe.de/

Greece:

ABC Solidarity Cell : http://abcsolidaritycell.espivblogs.net/

Indonesia:

ABC Indonesia/Palang Hitam : https://palanghitam.noblogs.org/

Ireland:

ABC Derry : https://abcireland.wordpress.com

Italy:

CNA/ABC Napoli : www.autistici.org/cna/

Mexico:

ABC/CNA Mexico : http://www.abajolosmuros.org/

Netherlands:

ABC Ghent : https://abcgent.noblogs.org/

ABC Nijmegen : http://abcnijmegen.wordpress.com/

Poland:

ABC/ACK Poznan : www.ack.most.org.pl/

ABC/ACK Warsaw : www.facebook.com/anarchistyczny.czarny.krzyz

Russia:

ABC Irkutsk : https://abc38.noblogs.org/

ABC Moscow : http://avtonom.org/abc/

ABC St. Petersburg : www.facebook.com/abc.russia.spb/

Spain:

CNA/ABC Mediterráneo-Sur : www.cna-m.blogspot.com/



CNA/ABC Spain/Federacion Peninsula Iberica e Islas :                          
www.nodo50.org/cna

Sweden:

ABC Göteborg : https://anarchistblackcrossgbg.blackblogs.org/

ABC Raven (Stockholm) : https://abcravenblog.wordpress.com/

ABC Stockholm : www.facebook.com/abcsthlm/

ABC Umeå : www.facebook.com/ABC-Umeå-323278874700921/

Switzerland:

Black Pigeons Collective : http://blackpigeons.noblogs.org/

Rote Hilfe Schweiz : http://rotehilfech.noblogs.org

Turkey:

ABC Istanbul : https://abcistanbul.org/

USA:

ABC-Federation : www.abcf.net/

Bloomington ABC : https://bloomingtonabc.noblogs.org/

Boston ABC : https://bostonanarchistblackcross.wordpress.com/

Denver ABC : http://denverabc.wordpress.com/

NYC ABCF : http://nycabc.wordpress.com/                                                      
A particularity comprehensive and up to date blog.

Philadelphia ABC : https://phillyabc.wordpress.com/

Portland ABC : www.facebook.com/pdxabc/

Tucson ABC : https://tucsonabc.wordpress.com/

Prisoner Support (General):

ALFSG (Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group) :                             
www.alfsg.org.uk/contact.html 

Bent Bars Project : www.bentbarsproject.org/                                               
A letter-writing project for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, trans-



sexual, gender-variant, intersex, and queer prisoners in Britain.

Books Beyond Bars (Canada) : https://booksbeyondbars.wordpress.com/
Local initiative that goes into the women’s section of the Central Nova 
Scotia Correctional Facility in Burnside.

Book Through Bars (USA) : http://booksthroughbars.org/

Haven Free Books to Prisoners Scheme (UK) :                                          
www.havendistribution.org.uk

London Prisoner Solidarity Coalition :                                                    
www.facebook.com/LondonPrisonerSolidarityCoalition?_fb_noscript=1

North American ELP : www.ecoprisoners.org/

Open Door Books (Canada) : https://opendoorbooks.wordpress.com/
Books to prisoners organisation based in Montreal.

Political-Prisoners.net (Ger) : http://political-prisoners.net/                  
Network for the freedom of all political prisoners.

Prison Books Collective : http://prisonbooks.info/

Prisoner Correspondence Project :                                                         
www.prisonercorrespondenceproject.com/ 
A support project for gay, queer, and trans prisoners.

Prison Justice (Canada) : www.prisonjustice.ca/

Send Books to Prisoners (UK) : http://sendbookstoprisoners.co.uk/

Vegan Prisoners Support Group : www.vpsg.org/

Prison Abolition:

Critical Resistance (USA) : http://criticalresistance.org/

Empty Cages Collective (UK) : www.prisonabolition.org/

Revolutionary Abolitionist Movement : www.revolutionaryabolition.org 
US-based anti-prison group.

Prison Labour:

Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee :                                         
https://incarceratedworkers.org/



Missouri Prison Labor Union : http://users.belgacom.net/mplu/

Legal / Monitoring:

4WardEver UK : http://4wardeveruk.org/                                             
Deaths in custody campaign and information resource.

Defend the Right to Protest (UK) : www.defendtherighttoprotest.org/

Innocent (UK) : www.innocent.org.uk/                                                      
Miscarriages of justice campaign organisation.

Inquest (UK) : www.inquest.org.uk/                                                          
Information and support in death in custody cases.

Miscarriages of Justice UK : www.mojuk.org.uk

Prisoners Advice Service : www.prisonersadvice.org.uk                               
tel: 020 7253 3323 or 0845 430 8923

United Families & Friends Campaign : https://uffcampaign.org/             
UK deaths in custody campaign.

Women In Prison (UK) : www.womeninprison.org.uk/                                
Support campaign and quarterly magazine.

Web Resources:

325 Magazine : http://325.nostate.net/                                                     
For a world without borders or prisons!

4 Struggle Mag : https://4strugglemag.org/                                         
Regular online and print magazine - covering news and analysis by      
political prisoners in Canada and the US.

Act For Freedom Now : http://actforfree.nostate.net/

Black Diamond – International Political Prisoner Support :                              
https://blackdiamondprisonersupport.wordpress.com/

Contra Info : https://en-contrainfo.espiv.net/                                          
Very useful multilingual web resource.

Email a Prisoner (UK) : www.emailaprisoner.com/                                     
Web-based alternative to snail mail.



Inside Time (UK) : www.insidetime.org/                                                        
Free monthly UK prisoners’ newspaper.

Jericho Movement : www.thejerichomovement.com                                    
US based prisoner support and struggle coalition. 

Journal of Prisoners on Prison (USA) : www.jpp.org/                                 
Prisoner written, academically oriented and peer 
reviewed, non-profit journal.

Prison Activist Resource Center (USA) : www.prisonactivist.org/

Prison Justice (Canada) : www.prisonjustice.ca/

Prison Watch Network : https://prisonwatchnetwork.org/

PrisonerSolidarity.org : www.prisonersolidarity.org/                                                                           
US on-line communication resource for prisoners and ‘outside’ activists.

PrisonerSolidarity.net : www.prisonersolidarity.net/                                 
L.A. ABCF-run anarchist & class struggle prisoners listing wiki resource.

Publicacion Refractario : http://publicacionrefractario.wordpress.com/   
Good web resource about anti-prison struggle (in Spanish).

Solitary Watch (USA) : http://solitarywatch.com/

Social Centres, Places To Get The Diary ,etc.:

1 in 12 Club, 21-23 Albion St., Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD1 2LY, England.
www.1in12.com/

56A Infoshop, 56 Crampton Street, Walworth SE17 3AE, London, England.
www.56a.org.uk/

Active Distribution, Exchange, 72 - 73 Old Market, Bristol, BS2 0EJ,      
England.
www.activedistributionshop.org/shop/

AK Press UK. : www.akuk.com

AK Press USA. : www.akpress.org

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh, 
17 Montgomery Place, Edinburgh, EH7 5HA, Scotland.
www.autonomous.org.uk/



Black Mosquito, Germany : www.black-mosquito.org 

Blitz, Pilestredet 33c, 0166 Oslo, Norway.
www.blitz.no/

Bluestockings, 172 Allen Street, New York, NY 10002, USA.
http://bluestockings.com/

Bogcafeen Halmtorvet, Halmtorvet 54, 1700 Copenhagen V,  Denmark.
http://bogcafeenhalmtorvet.org

CIRA, Avenue de Beaumont 24, CH-1012 Lausanne, Switzerland.
www.cira.ch/

Cowley Club, 12 London Road, Brighton, BN1 4JA, England.
www.cowleyclub.org.uk/

Ernst Kirchweger Haus, Wielandgasse 2-4, A-1100 Wien/Vienna, Austria.
ekhaus@med-user.net

Five Leaves Bookshop, 14a Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH, England.
http://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk

Freedom, 84b Whitechapel High Street, London, E1 7ZX, England.
www.freedompress.org.uk/

Glasgow Autonomous Space, Unit 11, 53 Kilbirnie St., Glasgow, G5 8JD, 
Scotland.
http://glasgowautonomous.weebly.com

Hausmania, Hausmann BA, Hausmannsgt. 34, 0182 Oslo, Norway.
www.hausmania.org

Het Fort van Sjakoo Bookstore, Jodenbreestraat 24, 1011 NK, Amsterdam, 
Holland.
www.sjakoo.nl/

Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, London, N1 9DX, England.
www.housmans.com/

Just Books, 22 Berry Street, Belfast, BT1 1FJ, N. Ireland.
http://belfastsolidarity.org

Kafé44, Tjarhovsgatan 46, Stockholm 11628, Sweden.
http://kafe44.org/



Kebele Social Centre, 14 Robertson Rd., Easton, Bristol, B55 6JY, England.
www.kebelecoop.org/

London Action Resource Centre, 62 Fieldgate St., London, E1 1ES, England.
http://larc.space

Majkällaren, Spånehusvägen 62A, Malmö, Sweden.
www.facebook.com/Majkällaren-1650504538542785/

News From Nowhere, 96 Bold Street, Liverpool, L1 4HY, England.
www.newsfromnowhere.org.uk/

Opstand Info/bookstore, Looijerstraat 4, 2525EV The Hague, Netherlands.
https://opstand.noblogs.org

Red Emma’s, 800 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, USA.
www.redemmas.org/

La Rosa De Foc, Calle de Joaquín Costa, 34, 08001 Barcelona,                 
Cataluña 08001, Spain.
www.facebook.com/pages/Llibreria-La-Rosa-De-Foc/251769411670846

Sale Infoshop, Orebitská 14, Prague 3 – Žižkov, 130 00, Czech Rep.
http://sale.451.cz

Schwarze Risse in Kreuzberg Gneisenaustr. 2a 10961 Berlin, Germany
http://schwarzerisse.de

Sto Citas, Radical Bookshop, Gundulićeva 11, Zagreb, Croatia.
www.stocitas.org

SUMAC Centre, 245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham, NG7 6HX, England.
www.veggies.org.uk/sumac/index.php

Ungdomshuset, Dortheavej 61, 2400 Copenhagen NV Denmark.
www.ungdomshuset.dk/

Warzone, Little Victoria Street, Belfast, 
County Antrim, BT2 7JHN, Ireland.
www.warzonecollective.com/

Wharf Chambers, 
23-25 Wharf St., Leeds, 
Yorks., LS2 7EQ, England.
www.wharfchambers.org/



£5

... one wing of his faded greenish Havelock thrown back 
cavalierly over his shoulder … The old terrorist, raising an 
uncertain and clawlike hand, gave a swaggering tilt of a 
black felt sombrero shading the hollows and ridges of his 
wasted face. An extraordinary expression of underhand 
malevolence survived in his extinguished eyes.” 

Joseph Conrad - ‘The Secret Agent’ (1907)

“


